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Book REVIEW 


NEw NATURAL PRODUCTS AND PLANT DRUGS WITH PHARMACOLOGICAL, BIO- 
LOGICAL OR THERAPEUTICAL ACTIVITY, edited by H. Wagner and P. Wolff with pp. 
(170 x 250 mm) xiii, 286 + 152 figures and 35 tables. Berlin, Heidelberg, New 
York: Springer-Verlag, 1977. DM 67, US$29.50. 


This book covers the proceedings of the First International Congress on Medicinal Plant 
Research, Section A, held at the University of Munich, Germany from September 6 to 10, 
1976. In their preface the editors point out that only some 5% of the approximately 
600 000 plant species existing have been investigated chemically or pharmacologically. 
This book reports on some of the current screening programs undertaken in different parts 
of the world in the search for compounds from higher plants exhibiting pharmacological 
activity. 

The opening chapter discusses the problems of discovering new drugs from higher 
plants by pharmacological screening and the next chapter gives an excellent and detailed 
discussion on natural product screening and evaluation. Other chapters deal with antitumor 
and cytotoxic agents from plants, antibiotics, alkaloids, terpenoids, saponins, dimeric 
compounds, Indian medicinal plants, neolignans, natural substances with effects on the liver 
and the chemical modification of natural substances. Each author making a contribution to 
this book is an expert and authority, and presents a well rounded review of recent advances 
occurring in his field. 

One of the real strengths of this book is the extensive lists of references; there are over a 
thousand.references and one chapter has 253 while another has 171. Most of the references 
have the article titles which aids in the retrieval of information. Unfortunately, the references 
are not treated in the same style throughout; most chapters list their references alphabeti- 
cally according to author, while a few list them in the order in which they occur in the text, 
and some references have article titles while others do not. 

The real drawback of this volume is its woefully inadequate index. Not all of the 
chemical compounds discussed in the text appear in the index and then only the starting 
page of the article is given. To be of any real use to botanists a plant genera and species 
index should have been included. A general subject index as well as a more complete 
chemical compound index would have given the book much wider appeal and generally 
encouraged its use. 

The book is written for advanced undergraduates, graduate students, and research 
workers and any individual who is interested in the isolation of compounds from plants and 
the testing of these compounds as well as crude plant extracts for pharmacological activity. 
It is a book for specialists but as such can be highly recommended. Perhaps reading it might 
stimulate natural products chemists and phytochemists who do not submit their newly 
isolated compounds for pharmacological testing, to do so in the future. 

C. W. GLENNIE 
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